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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 



1 1. A hardware setup method comprising: 

2 accessing a server data processing system, by a 

3 ^kJc) 1 ^li^^t data processing system, via a data processing 

4 u\ / system network; / 

5 ' V \ / requesting over the data processing system network 

6 an execution of a Hardware setup program by the server 

7 data processing system; 

8 receiving, in the client data processing system, 
9k one or more dynamic link modules for a hardware setup 

1<8 operation; and / 

ijf; modifying tme hardware configuration data on the 

Ig: client data processing system according to instructions 

llP generated by the hardware setup program on the server 

iS^^ data processing system. 

it 2. The hardware setup method of Claim 1, wherein: 

12J if the hardware setup operation required by the 
client data processing system exists on an operating 

S system running on the client data processing system, 

5 the hardware /setup program performs the hardware setup 

6 operation by /using a service provided by the operating 

7 system. / 

1 3. The hardware setup method of Claim 1, wherein: 

2 the hardware setup operation is performed by 

3 changing one or more items of hardware configuration 

4 data on the client data processing system. 

1 4. The hardware setup method of Claim 1, wherein: 
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2 if the hardware setup operation required by the 

3 client data processing system does not exist on an 

4 operating system running on a client data processing 

5 system, the hardware setup program calls a BIOS program 

6 on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 

7 program to perform the hardware setup operation. 

1 5. A hardware setup method comprising: 

2 allowing a client data processing system to access 

3 a server data processing system via a data processing 

4 system network; 

receiving a request over the data processing 

ifl system network for an execution of a hardware setup 

^2 program by the server data processing system; 

g executing the hardware setup program on the server 
data processing system; 

ISj sending to the client data processing system one 

1=1 or more dynamic link modules for the hardware setup 

iJE operation; and 

IW modifying the hardware configuration data on the 

1^^ client data processing system according to instructions 

1^1 generated by the hardware setup program on the server 

16 data processing system. 

1 6. The hardware setup met/nod of Claim 5, wherein: 

2 C if the hardwai/e setup operation required by the 

3 ^^.^ J client data processing system exists on an operating 

4 \s^^2^y^ system running on a client data processing system, the 

5 hardware setup /program performs the hardware setup 

6 operation by using a service provided by the operating 

7 system. / 
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The hardware setup methop of Claim 5, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by 
changing one or more items of hardware configuration 
data on the client dajca processing system. 
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8. The hardware setup mebnod of Claim 5, wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the 
client data processing system does not exist on an 
operating system running on a client data processing 
system, the hardware setup program calls a BIOS program 
on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 
program to perform the hardware setup operation. 



1 

■'5 

m 
I 



10 

11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 



A hardware setup methodycomprising : 

accessing a ser^^r data processing system, by a 
client data processi/ig system, via a data processing 
system network; 

requesting ovar the data processing system network 



an execution 
data proce 
recei 
one or more 
executing 
device drive 



if a 
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ng, 
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ardware setup program by the server 
stem; 

n the client data processing system, 
ary files containing libraries used in 
rdware setup program and/or one or more 
iles containing device drivers used in 
executing the^tiardware setup program; and 

modifying the hardware configuration data on the 
client data jSrocessing system according to instructions 
generated by the hardware setup program on the server 
data proces/sing system. 
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10. The hardware setup method of Claim 9, wherein: 

if t^e hardware setup operation required by the 
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client data processing system exdysts on an operating 
system running on a client data processing system, the 
hardware setup program performs /the hardware setup 
operation by using a service prpvided by the operating 
system. 
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11. The hardware setup method of Qlaim 9, wherein: 

the hardware setup operation is performed by 
changing one or more items ot hardware configuration 
data on the client data processing system. 



=7 



12. The hardware setupX method ofi Claim 9, wherein: 

if the hardwa^re >setiW^operation required by the 
client data proces^ng system does not exist on an 
operating system running /on a client data processing 
system, the hardware ^se^up program calls a BIOS program 
on the client data prao/essing system, and uses the BIOS 
program to perform the^ hardware setup operation. 
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13. A hardware setup method comprising: 

allowing a client data processing system to access 
a server data processing system via a data processing 
system network; 

receiving a ^request over the data processing 
system network far an execution of a hardware setup 
program by the server data processing system; 

executing nhe hardware setup program on the server 
data processing^ system; 

sending to the client data processing system one 
or more librafry files containing libraries used in 
executing ttte hardware setup program, one or more 
device driver files containing device drivers used in 
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14 executing the hardware setup ptogram; and 

15 modifying the hardware ccpf iguration data on the 

16 client data processing system (according to instructions 

17 generated by the hardware setup program on the server 

18 data processing system. | 

1 14. The hardware setup method of dlaim 13, wherein: 

2 if the hardware setup operation required by the 

3 client data processing sy^em exists on an operating 

4 system running on ajz^Bnt data processing system, the 

5 hardware setUD^x{5rogram iperfprms the hardware setup 

^ operation by u^ng a service provided by the operating 

# system. / 

© 15. The hardware setup methoJl ©f Claim 13, wherein: 

Ji^ the hardware setup operation is performed by 

changing one or more items of hardware configuration 

=;4^ data on the client data /processing system. 

ill 16. The hardware setup method of Claim 13, wherein: 

]Z if the hardware setup operation required by the 

1^- client data processing system does not exist on an 

4 operating system running on a client data processing 

5 system, the hardware setup program calls a BIOS program 

6 on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 

7 program to perf orny the hardware setup operation. 

1 r I .^3^7 . A data processing system program product for hardware 

2 ^^tup, comprising: / 

^ / instructions for accessing a server data 

4 processing system, py a client data processing system, 

5 via a data processing system network; 
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instructions for requesting over the data 
processing system network an execution of a hardware 
setup program by the server data processing system; 

instructions for receiving, in the client data 
processing system, one or more dynamic link modules for 
a hardware setup operation; /and 

instructions for modifying the hardware 
configuration data on the client data processing system 
according to instructions generated by the hardware 
setup program on the server data processing system. 
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18. The data processing system/ program product of Claim 17, 
wherein: 

if the hardware setup operation required by the 
client data processing SMStem exists on an operating 
system running on the client data processing system, 
the hardware setup program performs the hardware setup 
operation by using a sei/vice provided by the operating 
system, 

19. The data processing sysl^em program product of Claim 17, 
wherein: 

the hardware setxjfp operation is performed by 
changing one or more items of hardware configuration 
data on the client data processing system. 
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20. The data processing pystem program product of Claim 11, 
wherein : 

if the hardwa:^e setup operation required by the 
client data processing system does not exist on an 
operating system running on a client data processing 
system, the hardware setup program calls a BIOS program 
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7 on the client data processing system, and uses the BIOS 

8 program to perform the hardware setup operation. 

1 21. A data processing sy^em program product for hardware 

2 setup, comprising; 

3 instructions for allowing a client data processing 

4 system to access a server data processing system via a 

5 data processing system/ network; 

6 instructions for /receiving a request over the data 

7 processing system network for an execution of a 

8 hardware setup progra/n by the server data processing 
system; 

l(y instrufctio^Hs f oi: executing the hardware setup 

Ij; program on thfe^ser^ar data processing system; 

1^ instructions for sending to the client data 

lj|f processing system one or more dynamic link modules for 

1^^ the hardware semp/ operation; and 

15 instructions /for modifying the hardware 

iM configuration data on the client data processing system 

llH according to instructions generated by the hardware 

setup program on the server data processing system. 

1 22. The data processing system program product of Claim 21, 

2 wherein: 

3 if the tiardware setup operation required by the 

4 client data/ processing system exists on an operating 

5 system running on a client data processing system, the 

6 hardware setup program performs the hardware setup 

7 operatioi/ by using a service provided by the operating 

8 system, 

1 23. The data processing system program product of Claim 21, 
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2 wherein: 

3 the hardware setup operation is performed by 

4 changing one or more items of hardware configuration 

5 data on the client data processing system. 

1 24. The data processing system program product of Claim 21, 

2 wherein: / 

3 if the hardware setup operation required by the 

4 client data processing/ system does not exist on an 

5 operating system runnifng on a client data processing 

6 system, th^^^hardware setup program calls a BIOS program 
ih on the client Ocfcta processing system, and uses the BIOS 
# program to peVfor^>^ne hardware setup operation. 

IP 25, A hardware se^p\sysnem comprising: 

!^ means for a!ccessing a server data processing 

system, by a client/ data processing system, via a data 
*4 processing system network; 

means for requiesting over the data processing 
iH system network an iexecution of a hardware setup program 

;2 by the server data processing system; 

ig means for receiving, in the client data processing 

9 system, one or more dynamic link modules for a hardware 

10 setup operation;/ and 

11 means for modifying the hardware configuration 

12 data on the client data processing system according to 

13 instructions generated by the hardware setup program on 

14 the server data processing system. 

1 26, The hardware setup system of Claim 25, wherein: 

2 if the Hardware setup operation required by the 

3 client data/processing system exists on an operating 
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4 system running on the client data processing system, 

5 the hardware setup program performs the hardware setup 

6 operation by using a service provided by the operating 

7 system. / 

1 27. The hardware setup system of Claim 25, wherein: 

2 the hardware setup operation is performed by 

3 changing one or more dJtems of hardware configuration 

4 data on the client datpa processing system. 

1 28. The hardware setup system of Claim 25, wherein: 

Shi if tyieNiardware/ setup operation required by the 

0 client dana propessi/ng system does not exist on an 

; sa= Vl ^^^^ I 

g; operating ffly^em^run^ on a client data processing 

ig system, tne\^hardwa^e setup program calls a BIOS program 
on the client dat^ processing system, and uses the BIOS 
program to pebrform the hardware setup operation. 

iC 29. A hardware set\)p system comprising: 

W means for accessing a server data processing 

system, by a client data processing system, via a data 

g processing sysnem network; 

5 means for/ receiving a request over the data 

6 processing system network for an execution of a 

7 hardware setiro program by the server data processing 

8 system; / 

9 means for fulfilling the request over the data 

10 processing /system network for the execution of the 

11 hardware setup program by the server data processing 

12 system; / 

13 means for sending to the client data processing 

14 system yone or more dynamic link modules for the 
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15 hardware setup operation; / and 

16 means for modifying /the hardware configuration 

17 data on the client data processing system according to 

18 instructions generated hy the hardware setup program on 

19 the server data processing system. 

1 30. The hardware setup system of Claim 29, wherein: 

2 if the hardware setup operation required by the 

3 client data processing system exists on an operating 

4 system rurm^g on a client data processing system, the 

5 hardware setup, prograin performs the hardware setup 

6 operation by us\ng a /service provided by the operating 

\ \ \ / 

^ system, \\ / 

ill 31. The hardware setup sys):em of Claim 29, wherein: 

- ^ \\ / 

^ the hardware setup operation is performed by 

% changing one oW mare items of hardware configuration 

4 data on the clilent data processing system. 

\ j 

\U 32. The hardware setup system of Claim 29, wherein: 

;^ if the hardware setup operation required by the 

& client data processing system does not exist on an 

4 operating systeitn running on a client data processing 

5 system, the hardware setup program calls a BIOS program 

6 on the client /data processing system, and uses the BIOS 

7 program to perform the hardware setup operation. 

1 33. A data processing system, comprising: 

2 a CPU, / a main memory, an external storage device, 

3 and a network connection device, wherein the external 

4 storage device is a recording medium containing a data 

5 processing system program product; the data processing 
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6 system program product having/ instructions for: 

7 accessing a server data/processing system, by a 

8 client data processing system, via a data processing 

9 system network; / 

10 requesting over the data processing system network 

11 an execution of a hardware/ setup program by the server 

12 data proce[s^iTig system; / 

13 receiving^ in the client data processing system, 

14 one or more dynamic link /modules for a hardware setup 

15 operation; \and / 

16 modifying bne hardware configuration data on the 
1?% client data mgocessingl^stem according to instructions 
ifi generated by/^me hardware\setup program on the server 

1^' data processii\gy system. ' 

\\ I 
\ \ / 

; \ \ / 

34. The data processing system of Claim 33, further 

3^ comprising a reader fwc reading in the recorded contents of 

•3 the recording medium. / 

Ul 35. The data processing system according to Claim 33, 

% wherein said reader is /a portable recording medium reader. 

/ 

1 36. The data processing system according to Claim 33, 

2 wherein said reader iJs a network connection device. 

1 37. A data processing system, comprising: 

2 a CPU, a yrnain memory, an external storage device, 

3 and a network/ connection device, wherein the external 

4 storage devicfe is a recording medium containing a data 

5 processing system program product; the data processing 

6 system program product having instructions for: 

7 allowing a client data processing system to access 
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a server data processing sygtem via a data processing 

system network; 

receiving a request oyer the data processing 

system network for an execution of a hardware setup 

program by the server data processing systems- 
executing the hardware setup program on the server 

data processing systems- 
sending to the clieitit data processing system one 

or more dynamic link modules for the hardware setup 

operation; Wnd 

modifying the har/iware configuration data on the 

client data )pro;2^^^h±nq system according to instructions 

generated by^Mhe har^are setup program on the server 

data processingr systj 
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38. The data processing/ system of Claim 37, further 
comprising a reader f)^r/reading in the recorded contents of 
the recording medium. 



ill 



39. The data processing system according to Claim 37, 
wherein said reader Is a portable recording medium reader. 
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40. The data processing system according to Claim 37, 
wherein said reader is a network connection device. 
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